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DEAN’S LETTER

T
his issue of the Amicus
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#1 
Boulder’s rank for places to start a business in 2015 
(Forbes)

#4
Colorado Law’s national rank for financial aid
(Business Insider)

#1
Denver’s rank for best place for business and careers
in 2015  (Forbes)

#29
Colorado Law’s national rank in law faculties’ scholarly 
impact  (Brian Leiter’s Law School Rankings)

4%
Percentage of Colorado Law’s funding from the state
of Colorado

#18
University of Colorado Boulder’s national rank for most
entrepreneurial university in 2015 (Forbes)

101%
Percentage increase in scholarship funding to students
between fiscal years 2011 and 2015

#10
Colorado Law’s national rank for helping law students 
network and find a job  (Business Insider)

10%
Percentage increase in applications to Colorado Law 
2014 to 2015 (nationwide applications down two percent 
in the fifth consecutive year of declines)

0%
Percentage increase in Colorado Law’s tuition in the 
past four years

IN THE NUMBERS
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ENGAGED SCHOLARSHIP

“In law school, we need to teach students the law, but we also need 
to teach them how to think about the ways in which problems are 
framed and the constitutive role of law shaping those problems and 
conditioning the possibilities of response. �is calls for an ability to 
situate legal issues in their broader historical and institutional contexts 
and to appreciate both the limits and the opportunities that law provides 
in designing solutions,” said Boyd. “It also means understanding the 
broader processes of normative ordering that inform law and shape the 
ways in which we think about the problems we confront.” 

According to Boyd, engaged scholarship should not always be oriented 
toward current policy processes. �ere is great bene�t in scholarship 
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ENGAGED SCHOLARSHIP

NEW TAX PROFESSOR JOINS FACULTY

S
loan Speck joined the University of Colorado Law School faculty 
in fall 2015 as an associate professor. Speck’s research interests 
are in tax law and policy, with an emphasis on corporate and 

international tax, legal and business history, and the ways in which 
taxation informs and structures the relationship between state and 
society. Before joining Colorado Law, Speck was an acting assistant 
professor of tax law at New York University School of Law. Previously, 
Speck practiced in the Chicago o�ce of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP, where he advised on tax aspects of domestic and cross-
border mergers and acquisitions, spin-o�s, joint ventures, real estate 
transactions, bankruptcy restructurings and workouts, and �nancings. 
While at Skadden, Speck taught as an adjunct professor at DePaul 
University College of Law.

Speck received an LLM in taxation from NYU School of Law, a JD 
and MA (history) from the University of Chicago, and a BA from Rice 
University. During law school, Speck was an articles editor for The 
University of Chicago Law Review and a board member of the Japan 
Law Society. Before law school, Speck taught mathematics at Salesian 
High School in Richmond, California, where he also coached football.

Sloan Speck

R
ecognized as a leading scholar in health policy, Professor Dayna 
Bowen Matthew, former vice dean and former associate dean of 
academic a�airs at Colorado Law, has been named a 2015-16 Rob-

ert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellow.

�e selection of Matthew for the nation’s most prestigious fellowship 
in health science, policy, and politics is a great honor for both Matthew 
and Colorado Law.  It will enable her to continue her important work 
at the Environmental Protection Agency through the summer and then 
spend an additional year in Washington, D.C., actively participating in 
federal health policy-making.

�rough this fellowship she will gain an insider’s knowledge of the po-
litical process, acquire unparalleled leadership development, and grow 
her professional network. She will enhance her abilities to o�er Colora-
do Law students interested in health care law deeper knowledge, a more 
diverse skill set, and cutting-edge opportunities.

MATTHEW EARNS PRESTIGIOUS POLICY FELLOWSHIP

Dayna Bowen Matthew
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LECTURES CONNECT THE COMMUNITY TO SCHOLARSHIP

W
ith a tradition of community engagement and outreach be�tting 
a public research institution, Colorado Law continues to 
emphasize scholarship and research that informs and engages the 

surrounding community. Each year, the law school has a comprehensive 
lecture calendar that highlights some of the best research completed by 
both faculty and leading academics from around the nation.

�is fall, Associate Dean for Research and Professor Kristen Carpenter 
will present her leading scholarly work in American Indian law at the 
annual Austin W. Scott Jr. Lecture, with a talk titled “Indigenous Peoples 
and the Jurisgenerative Moment in Human Rights.” Named in honor of 
the beloved professor, the Scott Lecture brings community members 
as well as students and faculty from across campus to the Wittemyer 
Courtroom.

“�e Scott Lecture is an opportunity to showcase one of our scholars,” 
said Dean Phil Weiser. “In so doing, it engages the broader community 
in the scholarly work of the law school.”

In addition to highlighting the scholarship of the faculty, Colorado Law 
brings in a leading scholar each year to present the John R. Coen Lecture 
to students, alumni, and faculty on a legal subject of interest and bene�t 
to the profession. �is lecture was established 60 years ago by Adrian S. 
Coen, widow of John R. Coen, a distinguished member of the Colorado 
bar. Last spring, Yale Law Professor Dan Kahan delivered a talk entitled 
“Are Judges Politically Biased? An Experimental Examination.”

As re�ected below, both lectures are part of important traditions here at 
Colorado Law and have featured a range of compelling scholars.

Dan Kahan
William L. Ury
Angela P. Harris
Geo�rey R. Stone
William N. Eskridge Jr. 
Carol M. Rose
Jack L. Goldsmith
Sanford Levinson
Erwin Chemerinsky
Martha Fineman
Michael McConnell
Cass R. Sunstein
Robert H. Mnookin
Richard A. Epstein
Ronald J. Gilson
Lillian R. BeVier
M. Cherif Bassiouni
Peter L. Strauss
Alex Kozinski
Antonin Scalia
John C. Co�ee
Friedrich Juenger
Akhil R. Amar
Martha Minow
Susan Rose-Ackerman
Vincent A. Blasi
Geo�rey Hazard Jr. 
R. Kent Greenwalt
Marc A. Franklin
Harry T. Edwards

Charles L. Black Jr.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Marvin E. Frankel
A. Leon Higginbotham Jr.
Walter V. Schaefer
Irving Younger
James B. White
Rex E. Lee
Leonard B. Boudin
Brigitte M. Bodenheimer
Guido Calabresi
Richard A. Posner
John P. Frank
Samuel E. �rone
Konrad Zweigert
Joseph L. Sax
Edgar S. Cahn
Frank C. Newman
Grant Gilmore
Robert B. McKay
Robert J. Farley
Julius Stone
Ernst von Caemmerer
Soia Mentschiko�
Eugene V. Rostow
William O. Douglas
Robert L. Stearns
Gordon Dean
Floyd E. �ompson

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985

1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1974
1974
1973
1972
1971
1970
1969
1968
1967
1966
1965
1964
1963
1962
1961
1960
1959
1958
1957

COEN LECTURERS

Kristen Carpenter
Melissa Hart
Amy J. Schmitz
Aya Gruber
Carolyn Ramsey
Scott Peppet
Ahmed White
Dayna Bowen Matthew
Sarah Krako�
Harold H. Bru�
Phil Weiser
Lakshman Guruswamy
Richard B. Collins
Kevin R. Reitz
Paul Campos
Hiroshi Motomura
Rebecca R. French
Mark J. Loewenstein
J. Dennis Hynes
Barbara A. Bintli�
Richard Delgado

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1994

SCOTT LECTURERS

Pierre Schlag
Clyde D. Martz
David H. Getches
Steven D. Smith
Marianne Wesson
Christopher Mueller
Charles F. Wilkinson
Daniel B. Magraw
Ted J. Fi�is
Emily Calhoun
Courtland H. Peterson
Alfred T. McDonnell
Stephen F. Williams
Albert Alschuler
Marianne Wesson
William T. Pizzi
Robert F. Nagel
Arthur H. Travers Jr.
Howard Klemme
Homer C. Clark

1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1973

Kristen Carpenter will deliver the Scott Lecture on October 8, 2015.



AMICUS           FALL 2015	                    	 9

FACULTY

ASKING THE HARD QUESTIONS

E
very year on the �rst day of her Criminal Law course, Professor 
Aya Gruber reminds her students that while there are no stupid 
questions in class, not all questions are simple. Indeed, in Professor 

Gruber’s area of research—criminal law and procedure—o�en times the 
questions are disturbing.

“When you are looking at stop-and-frisk, racialized arrests, and mass 
incarceration, you have to delve into issues of race, police misconduct, 
and poverty—issues that many �nd uncomfortable,” said Gruber. “�ese 
are challenging topics, but when you just ignore them and assume that 
criminal law is as simple as locking up bad people, you can end up with 
misguided policies.”

A�er graduating from law school, Gruber served as a felony trial 
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FACULTY

HONORING ESTEEMED FACULTY

C
olorado Law will host three symposia throughout this academic 
year to honor three of the school’s most esteemed faculty members, 
Professors Harold “Hal” Bru�, Robert Nagel, and Charles 

Wilkinson. Each professor has helped forge the Colorado Law culture 
of collaboration, inclusiveness, diversity, and engaged scholarship.

“�e opportunity to honor three intellectual giants of Colorado Law will 
make this year special,” said Dean Phil Weiser. “We regularly celebrate 
our colleagues who publish books—as Professors William Boyd, Hal 
Bru�, Dayna Bowen Matthew, and Ahmed White have recently done 
or will do shortly. �is year, moreover, we can celebrate the scholarly 
records of three of our most accomplished scholars.”

PROFESSOR HAL BRUFF

�e �rst symposium will take place October 15-16, 2015, honoring 
Professor Hal Bru� and his academic contributions to the �elds of 
constitutional and administrative law. �e two-day symposium will 
include leading scholars from across the nation and globe. Professor 
Bru� will deliver the keynote speech on his most recent book, Untrodden 
Ground: How Presidents Interpret the Constitution.

Professor Bru�, a native of Colorado, came to Colorado Law in 1996 
to lead as dean. For seven years (1996-2003), he served the law school 
well in that capacity, developing the plans for the Wolf Law Building, 
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FACULTY
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FACULTY

PROFESSOR ROBERT NAGEL

�e �nal symposium will be the April 7-8, 2016, celebration of the 
career of Professor Robert Nagel. �e symposium will include a 
number of impressive speakers, drawing from the judiciary, academia, 
and journalism. Of the three scholars, Nagel is the longest tenured with 
a career at Colorado Law that began in 1975. Prior to joining the faculty, 
he served as a deputy attorney general in the Pennsylvania Department 
of Justice for three years.

Upon his arrival at Colorado Law, Nagel focused his scholarly research 
on constitutional law and theory, especially on the obligation of non-
judicial branches of the government to interpret the Constitution.

In 2003, based on his distinguished contributions to scholarship, Nagel 
was elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(AAAS). Only 10 percent of law schools have any faculty members as 
AAAS fellows.

Over the course of his career, he has proved to be a proli�c writer. As a 
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FACULTY

CONVERSATIONS WITH NATIONAL SCHOLARS
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STUDENTS

TEAM PROVES ENTREPRENEURIAL MINDSET

A
t a time when 1L students nationwide were stressed over �nal 
exams and summer internship placements, four of Colorado 
Law’s 1L students stepped outside of their regular commitments 

to compete in the University of Colorado’s New Venture Challenge 
(NVC). �e NVC—an interdisciplinary competition touted as CU’s 
“entrepreneurial �ight-simulator for students, faculty, and sta�”—is a 
key component of CU-Boulder’s ranking as a top 20 entrepreneurial 
university by Forbes.

�e NVC is also part of a broader community culture that makes 
Boulder, again according to Forbes, the number one place to start a 
business in 2015. Finally, it is part of an overall culture at Colorado 
Law that encourages students to be entrepreneurial and take ownership 
of their careers, which Business Insider recently recognized by ranking 
Colorado Law as a top ten law school for helping students develop 
valuable connections and �nd a job.

During the past academic year, law students Bradley Sands (’17), 
Ashton Seip (’17), Kelton Shockey (’17), and Kristine Yates (’17) 
worked together to develop and ultimately to pitch their business idea, 
“401K Fantasy.” 401K Fantasy, completely designed by the 1L student 
team, can be described as a fantasy football-style network for working 
adults to promote �nancial literacy in an interactive, game-like setting. 
Even though the team is still in the midst of developing the program, it 
placed third in NVC’s IT track.

�e team of �rst-year law students were able to compete e�ectively 
with seasoned engineers and entrepreneurs from across the Boulder 
community because their diverse experiences and entrepreneurial 
mindset prepared them for success. �e group comes from a range of 
backgrounds—Yates spent nine years in civil engineering, for example, 

while Shockey spent time as a sea kayak guide in Washington state. In 
terms of their attraction to Colorado Law, each team member cited the 
Silicon Flatirons Center for Law, Technology, and Entrepreneurship 
and the school’s collaborative spirit as guiding forces in their professional 
journeys.

In a prime example of Colorado Law’s unique collaborative 
environment, Yates was quick to shi� the focus to one of her teammates 
when asked about the competition. “Bradley Sands is fully to blame for 
my involvement in the competition,” Yates stated. “He grabbed a group 
of us �rst semester and had us brainstorm about every other week, and 
once Bradley pitched his idea, I knew it was a winner.”

Last summer, all four of 401K Fantasy’s team members took part in 
Colorado Law’s interdisciplinary internship programs. �rough Silicon 
Flatirons’s D.C. Summer Scholars program, Shockey worked on a wide 
range of telecommunication policy issues at Verizon. Meanwhile, 
Sands, Seip, and Yates were placed through the school’s Technology 
Lawyer Accelerator program. A�er completing an intensive, one-
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STUDENTS
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FACULTY RESEARCH:
ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE AND ENGAGING THE WORLD

I
n academic scholarship, there is o�en a perceived tension between 
objectivity and engagement. From one perspective, “scholarship as 
such, its epistemological [the investigation of what distinguishes 

justi�ed beliefs from opinion] roots in the nineteenth century’s 
separation of knower from known, fact from value or opinion, and 
law from  politics, is ideally imagined to be, in a word, disengaged.”1 

Research and writing that is undertaken separate from advocacy may, in 
this view, be more conducive to free and open dialogue, the production 
of knowledge, and the discovery of enduring truths.  

From another perspective, however, there is value in scholarship that 
emanates deliberately from interaction between academia and the world 
around it. As Catharine A. MacKinnon has written, “To be engaged in 
the sense I mean—conscious of location and clear about position, open 
to the world of the known both going in and coming out, grounded 
in substance—centers on having and a�rming direct involvement with 
the reality of the subject matter.”2 �is kind of engagement has the 
potential to be “real,” to re�ect and shape issues of justice, to disrupt 
inequities, and pose new solutions to problems.  

For legal scholars, these enduring questions about objectivity and 
engagement play out in a particular context. As Hanoch Dagan and Roy 
Kreitner have argued, “Legal theory focuses on the work of society’s 
coercive normative institutions. It studies the traditions of these 
institutions and the cra� typifying their members while at the same 
time continuously challenging their outputs by demonstrating their 
contingency and testing their desirability.”3 Legal training in the case 
method, legislative process, and policy analysis makes law professors 
particularly well suited to study the three branches of government, their 
interplay with individuals, industries, and communities, and to re�ect 
on questions of policy, administration, and justice. 

At Colorado Law, the faculty is well aware of the responsibilities and 
opportunities a�orded by academic research, particularly at a public 
institution where we are o�en called formally or informally to consider 
legal problems facing our society. From my view as the associate dean 
for research, the faculty’s scholarship addresses these challenges through 
research and writing that is pluralistic in the very best sense. With a 
varied approach to topic, audience, methodology, and purpose, the law 
faculty’s work ultimately advances a broad, deep range of expertise in 
the law. Some of these projects are deeply conceptual in nature while 
others confront social realities in express fashion; some are geared 
toward an academic audience while others are public-service oriented.4 
All advance understandings of law in the academy and well beyond.

By Kristen A. Carpenter, Associate Dean for Research and Professor 

1 Peter Novick, That Noble Dream: The “Objectivity Question” and the American
Historical Profession (1988), cited in Catherine A. MacKinnon, “Engaged Scholarship 
As Method And Vocation,” Yale Journal of Law & Feminism (2010).

2 MacKinnon, Yale Journal of Law & Feminism (2010).
3 Hanoch Dagan and Roy Kreitner, “�e Character of Legal �eory,” Cornell Law

Review (2011).
4 Sonia K. Katyal, “Encouraging Engaged Scholarship: Perspectives from an Associate

Dean for Research,” Touro Law Review (2015).
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RESEARCH

ALEXIA BRUNET MARKS and SCOTT MOSS, using training in empirical 
methods and their work in law school admissions, have published a 
groundbreaking study, recently covered by The Wall Street Journal, on 
factors that may predict academic success in law school.

ONLINE: blogs.wsj.com/law/2015/07/13/new-study-tries-to-predict-law-school-grades/

WILLIAM BOYD, a scholar whose publications draw from the social 
sciences to analyze issues in environmental and energy law, also 
leads the Governors’ Climate and Forests Task Force (GCF), a unique 
subnational collaboration between 29 states and provinces from Brazil, 
Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Spain, and the United 
States that works to develop regulatory frameworks to reduce emissions 
from deforestation and land use.

ONLINE: gcftaskforce.org

AYA GRUBER, who writes on feminist and criminal law issues, has 
conducted interviews with judges, defenders, and prosecutors to 
illuminate her forthcoming study of the New York Human Tra�cking 
Intervention Court, “Governance Feminism in New York’s Alternative 
‘Human Tra�cking Intervention Courts,’” in 



DEVELOPMENT

THE CAMPAIGN FOR COLORADO LAW’S FUTURE

The Campaign for Colorado Law’s Future was started in 2011 to support the “human capital needs” of our law school 
and to ensure its continued excellence and ability to innovate. Specifically, our goal was to raise $40 million to support 
scholarships, loan repayment assistance, faculty, and critical programs. We also set a goal of having more than 50 
percent of our alumni participate in the campaign.

If you would like more information on how you can participate in the Campaign for Colorado Law’s Future, please 
contact Mary Beth Searles, assistant dean for development, at marybeth.searles@colorado.edu or 303.492.1215.

We are nearing the end of our campaign, but we need your help to close it.

1,000
alumni

$5.4
million

We need your help to meet our goal of raising $40 million and having support from the majority of alumni. A gift of 
any amount will count. Please donate today at cufund.org/lawdean.

$40 million

$34.6 million*

CAMPAIGN GOAL

RAISED TO DATE

50%

36%

ALUMNI PARTICIPATION GOAL

ALUMNI PARTICIPATION TO DATE

* This number includes gifts and pledges, plus 50 percent of the value of all revocable planned 
gifts received during the campaign.

Amount needed to reach
our campaign goal

Number of alumni needed
to reach our participation goal

OUR CAMPAIGN

OUR PROGRESS

WHAT WE STILL NEED

DONATE TODAY

CONTACT
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GIVING SOCIETY

IRA C. ROTHGERBER JR. SOCIETY
$100,000+
Steve Hillard
John H. Schultz

$50,000-$99,999		
Brad Feld and Amy Batchelor
Evelyn B. McClearn
Conrad and Cheryl Swanson
Korey Wise

$25,000-$49,999	
Matt and Lisa Bond
Libby Cook and Joan Knudson
Brian and Kari Du�y
Carl and Nan Eklund 
Jane Gilbert Johnson
Connie Lewis
Jason and Jennifer Mendelson
Gary Kleiman and Elisa Moran
Bryan Tramont
Philip Weiser and Heidi Wald
Stow and Margaret Witwer
Carole Yaley

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous Donor 
Richard and Anne Baer
Alan Boyer
Norm and Helen Brownstein
Bob and Sally Bussian
Michael and Sarah Carrigan
Dan Caruso
Tim and Patti Casey
Rick Collins and Judy Reid
Beth Crane
Sam and Vicki Dazzo
Nate and Mary Ford
Tom and Judy Fredericks
Valerie Gates
Hugh and Jeanne Gottschalk
William and Kathleen Hybl
William and Lynda Johnson
Marshall Levine
Nancy Pierce
Tom and Stacey Ray
Tom and Teresa Rice
Ward Terry and Juliann DirtnMaschalk
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DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATIONS AND
FOUNDATIONS

$100,000+
Access Group, Inc.
Daniels Fund
Green Fund
Level 3 Communications, Inc.
Microso�
Wyss Foundation		

$50,000-$99,999
AT&T Corporation
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
CenturyLink
Comcast Corporation
National Cable & Telecommunications 

Association
Verizon
Walton Family Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
AMG National Trust Bank
Arnold & Porter, LLP
Cisco Systems, Inc.
Gates Family Foundation
Holland & Hart LLP
Motorola Mobility
�e Denver Foundation
�e New-Land Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, LLP
Association of Corporate Counsel
Berg Hill Greenleaf & Ruscitti, LLP
Bryan Cave LLP
Cable Television Laboratories, Inc.
Charter Communications
Colorado Hispanic Bar Association
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SUPPORTING FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP

G
ordon Gamm, a Boulder lawyer and graduate of Tulane Law School, 
wanted to encourage the exploration of justice at Colorado Law. 
His vision was for faculty—and students—to ask whether the U.S. 

legal system adequately serves the interests of justice and builds public 
con�dence in our legal system. In order to spur research and ignite 
discussion in this area, he made a signi�cant donation to Colorado Law 
to establish the Gamm Justice Awards.

“I wanted students and faculty to think about whether the public has 
con�dence in our legal system as a vehicle for fairly resolving disputes 
and serving the general welfare,” Gamm said. “If not, what can be done 
to improve our system and the public’s trust? And how can we engage 
the public on this topic and improve the foundations of justice as a core 
goal of our legal system?”

�e �rst annual Gamm Justice Awards—and $20,000 in prizes—were 
presented in early 2015 to Mel Jensen
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ALUMNI

RECENT ALUMNI GIVE ADVICE Recent alumni from the Colorado Law Promising Start series answer 
the question, “What advice would you give to current students with 
respect to finding a job?” Read more in the Promising Start series at 
colorado.edu/law/promisingstarts.

Stockmayer (’11) Abbas (’13) Cannon (’13) Prato (’12) Johnson (’13) Luna (’13)

Gabriella Stockmayer (’11)
Energy & Water Lawyer
Dietze & Davis, P.C.

“Ask mentors for connections and follow up. These are the people 
who are most interested in helping you find a great opportunity. They 
will advise you of contacts and advocate for your cause. Be sure to 
follow through with contacting anyone they suggest. Stay in close 
contact with your mentor(s) through the process.”

Javed Abbas (’13)
Family Law Attorney
Harris Law Firm

“Connect with the Career Development Office as soon as you are 
comfortable with the pace of law school. They are an outstanding re-
source, and they want to help you. Look for opportunities to interact 
with practicing attorneys. I still have not met an attorney who is unwill-
ing to help a law school student or a new attorney. Keep an open mind 
regarding the areas of law you are interested in. There are many inter-
esting opportunities out there, and I think it makes sense to be mentally 
prepared to take advantage of any opportunity that you can find.”

Sam Cannon (’13)
Judicial Clerk and Entrepreneur
Cannon Law

“Work out what you want to do and go after it. It is easy in law school 
to get sucked in to chasing what everyone else thinks is best. I would 
encourage students to avoid that. Really think about what you enjoy 
and what you find interesting. Once you know what you are interested 
in, it will come across when you meet other attorneys. That will make 
your job search and networking efforts much more successful.”

Lisa Prato (’12)
Deputy District Attorney
11th Judicial District of Colorado

“Be open-minded about what kinds of opportunities you will pur-
sue. It is very easy to get caught up thinking about where you want 
to be without acknowledging all of the diverse paths that could lead 
you there. A first job is a launch point, and in a competitive market, 
you must determine how you can be flexible and creative to get your 
start.”

Richard Johnson (’13)
Associate General Attorney
Ball Corporation

“Do as many internships as you can. Explore different areas of the 
law during your first 1.5 years of law school, and try to narrow your in-
terests by your 2L summer. If you know what you like to do by your 2L 
summer or your 3L year, find an internship at a place where you would 
like to work full time after graduation. Many of my classmates now 
have full-time jobs at the places where they sll Coi to 0   sll Coi toim o (easp3 (ousemd )]T)18 efind24
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LETTER FROM THE ALUMNI BOARD CHAIR

Dear Colorado Law Alumni,

Nelson Mandela famously stated, “�ere is no passion to be found in playing small—in settling 
for a life that is less than the one you are capable of living.” In attending and becoming alumni 
of Colorado Law, we already embody this philosophy. Our alumni consist of leaders in the legal 
profession, whether in government or private practice, public service or business, locally or 
internationally, or any other possible category that the law pervades.

We must remind ourselves that our individual and collective journeys were paved by many. 
�erefore, we have an obligation to both give back and pay it forward. Colorado Law has played 
an instrumental role in our lives and careers. We were all fortunate to have been surrounded by 
deans, professors, administrators, librarians, sta�, fellow students, and numerous others who 
each played large and small roles in our journey. 

While we o�en acknowledge the role of others in our success, this does not always translate into 
giving back or paying forward. Good intentions are o�en sidetracked by more pressing events 
that face our everyday lives. However, the debt remains.

As this edition of Amicus focuses on “engaged” scholarship, I request that you also consider 
your level of engagement with Colorado Law. As many of us are aware, the challenges associated 
with law school and the legal environment have only increased. We need to commit ourselves 
individually and collectively to help the institution that has given us so much to successfully face 
these burdens.

�e shape and form of your e�orts are up to you. It can be through the mentorship of current 
and recent students, outreach to faculty and sta� about the needs of the school, participation 
in numerous events—including homecoming and reunions—promoting the reputation of the 
school, or monetary support. I hope that your engagement is a combination of these options. No 
matter your choice, I would ask that you re�ect on the positive in�uence Colorado Law has had 
on your lives and careers. As you have not “played small,” I hope that your level of engagement 
will not either.

For more information on ways you can become or get more involved, please go to colorado.edu/
law/alumni/get-involved. 

The Law Alumni Board is made up of 28 Colorado Law 
graduates. The members promote the best interests of 
the law school by stimulating interest in, building loyal-
ty for, and increasing support for the law school among 
its alumni and students, and assisting the law school in 
serving the needs of its alumni, students, and faculty, 
the legal profession, and the public at large. The 2015-16 
Board Chair is Franz Hardy and the chair-elect is Lucy 
Stark.

Nikea Bland (’05), O’Malley Law O�ce

Bethiah Beale Crane (’79), Crane & Tejada PC

Darla Daniel (’01), Colorado State Bank and Trust

Eric Elliff (Past Chair) (’87),

Judge, Denver District Court, 2nd Judicial District

W. Harold “Sonny” Flowers Jr. (’71),

Hurth, Sisk & Blakemore LLP

Mark Fogg (’79), COPIC

Chris Gaddis (’04), JBS USA Holdings, Inc.

Richard Gast (’81), Gast Johnson & Mu�y, PC

Hugh Gottschalk (’79), Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell LLP

Marc H. Graboyes (’96), CytoBiotics, LLC

Sarah Heck Griffin (’84), Jones Day

Franz Hardy (Chair) (’00),

Gordon & Rees LLP

Marisa Hudson-Arney (’01), Condit Csajaghy LLC

Carolyn McIntosh (’81), Squire Patton Boggs

Richard Murray (’07), Polsinelli PC

Ben M. Ochoa (’87), Lewis Roca Rothgerber LLP

Greg Ramos (’92), Sherman & Howard L.L.C.

Siddhartha Rathod (’07), Rathod | Mohamedbhai LLC

Meshach Rhoades (’04), Armstrong Teasdale LLP

Ann M. Roan (’89), Colorado State Public Defender

Regina M. Rodriguez (’88), Faegre Baker Daniels LLP

Michael R. Savage (’96), U.S. Trust

Lance Sears (’75), Sears & Associates, P.C. 

Lucy Stark (Chair-Elect) (’98), Holland & Hart LLP

David Steefel (’78), Retired

Amber Tafoya (’02), AT&T

Andrea Wang (’01), Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP

Maureen Weston (’92), Pepperdine University School of Law

Law Alumni Board

Franz Hardy (’00)

PHOTO, LEFT TO RIGHT: Chair-elect Lucy Stark (’98), 
immediate past-Chair Laura Sturges (’05), and Chair 
Franz Hardy (’00) celebrate at the 34th Annual 
Colorado Law Alumni Awards Banquet. Join us for the 
35th Annual Banquet on Wednesday, March 9, 2016.
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IN MEMORIAM

WALTER E. BLISS (’42) passed away in Katy, Texas, on February 7, 2015. A�er law school, 
Bliss was a special agent of the FBI for two years and then in the U.S. Navy. A�er he was 
discharged from the Navy in 1945, Bliss joined a Honolulu �rm and practiced law with 
that �rm for 35 years. Bliss was very active in the a�airs of the Hawaii State Bar Association 
and was a past president. He was also a past president of the Hawaii Legal Aid Society. He 
is survived by his two children, four grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter.

PATRICK M. WESTFELDT (’48) passed away in February 2015. Westfeldt joined the U.S. 
Navy when World War II broke out during his senior year at Yale University. A�er the 
war, Westfeldt and his wife moved to Boulder, where he attended Colorado Law. Westfeldt 
joined Holland & Hart LLP a�er graduating, and worked there until his retirement. He is 
survived by three sons, three stepdaughters, one stepson, eight grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

BURDETTE FLOYD “CHIP” BACKLUND (’49), of Peoria Heights, Illinois, died April 29, 2015. 
During World War II, Backlund served as a supply o�cer in the U.S. Navy. He was legal 
counsel and a bank examiner for the Banking Department of Nebraska before working for 
numerous central Illinois banks. He was past president of the Illinois Bankers Association 
and the Independent Community Bankers Association of America. Backlund served as 
a director on the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago from 1986 to 1992 and was appointed 
to and was chairman of the White House Conference on Small Business for President 
Reagan. Backlund is survived by three children, one son-in-law, one daughter-in-law, �ve 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

JOHN B. KUHLMAN (’49) died January 8, 2015. He was born on a farm in Johnson 
County, Nebraska. Kuhlman met and married his wife Marion while they were students 
at the University of Colorado. Kuhlman is survived by his three children and four 
granddaughters. 

NORMAN RAY NASHEM JR. (’49) passed away on January 4, 2015, on Guemes Island near 
Anacortes, Washington. Nashem served in the U.S. Marine Corps. In 1950, he started his 
private practice in Yakima, Washington. Nashem also served for one term as a municipal 
judge. Nashem was a diver and scuba instructor and had a lifelong passion for sailing and 
boating. 

EDGAR W. WHITE (’50), a native of Pretty Prairie, Kansas, passed away on April 10, 2015. 
White was a practicing attorney for over 60 years in Elkhart, Kansas. He opened his 
private law practice in 1953. White was a member of many organizations and committees, 
both on the local and state levels. White is survived by two children, four grandsons, and 
ten great-grandchildren.

JAMES L. BRUIN (’52), of Roswell, New Mexico, passed away on June 7, 2015. A�er serving 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, Bruin received his bachelor’s and law degrees from the 
University of Colorado. Bruin practiced for the law �rm of Sanders, Bruin, Coll, and 
Worley until his retirement. He spent much of his life representing and serving Roswell as 
the longest-serving member of the Roswell Rotary Club, as a New Mexico state senator, 
as the New Mexico state bar commissioner for the sixth district, and as a fundraiser for 
the United Way. He was instrumental in establishing the Roswell Symphony Orchestra. 
Bruin is survived by his daughter, one brother-in-law, three nieces, and numerous other 
family members. 

ROBERT KILLEFER JR. (’55) of Knoxville, Tennessee, passed away on February 8, 2015. 
Killefer was a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force and �ew �ghter aircra� until 
1959. He joined the FBI in 1959 and served as a special agent until 1965. He then joined 
Valley Fidelity Bank, serving as investment o�cer and �nished his career as head of the 

Trust Department of First Tennessee Bank in 1996. Killefer is survived by his wife, three 
children, and nine grandchildren.

FREDERICK WARNER JR. (’59), professor, lecturer, and author, passed away on January 4, 
2015. A�er brie�y practicing law, Warner returned to college and earned a PhD in English 
literature. At the University of New Mexico, he taught courses on the novel, drama, short 
story, �lm, and history. Warner is survived by his �rst wife, his present wife, two children, 
one stepson, one daughter-in-law, and two granddaughters.

WILLIAM “BILL” G. KEMP (’60) passed away January 8, 2015. Kemp was a Denver native 
and life-long resident. He loved his work, practicing law for over 54 years. Kemp is 
survived by his wife, two children, and four grandchildren. 

JOHN SHEPARD MOORE (’62) died March 31, 2015, in Bellingham, Washington. Moore 
served in the U.S. Air Force and in the U.S. Air Force Reserves. He worked at the 
Washington State Health Department in Olympia, then moved to Bellingham where he 
taught business classes for nearly 30 years, retiring in 1998. Moore is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, one sister, two stepchildren, and two grandchildren. 

WILFRED KIYOSHI IWAI (’66), a retired attorney, died in Honolulu at age 73. He was born 
in Honolulu. He is survived by his wife, two children, and one sister. 

RUSSELL O. OLIN (’67), a longtime journalist and attorney, died January 31, 2015. A�er his 
service in the U.S. Navy and receiving his BA from the University of Colorado, Olin was 
editor of the Lamar Daily News, general assignment reporter for The Pueblo Chieftain, 
and editor of The Wheat Ridge Advocate. In 1959, Olin was named editor of The Colorado 
Alumnus. Following his graduation from law school in 1967, Olin was appointed assistant 
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HOMER H. CLARK, well-known legal scholar and retired University of Colorado Law 
School faculty member, died on March 19, 2015, at his home in Boulder at age 96. A�er 
serving in the U.S. Navy during World War II, Professor Clark was a judicial clerk and 
for a short time was in private law practice in New Haven, Connecticut. In 1953, Clark 
joined the University of Colorado law faculty, where he was a major force in developing a 
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A�er serving Honolulu as the Healthcare Association of Hawaii’s manager of 
legislation and policy, and as sta� attorney for the House Majority Sta� O�ce, 
Energy and Environment Committee, and the Health Committee, Jeremy Lakin 
is now committee clerk at the Hawaii State House of Representatives.

Robin Lutz Beattie became a named partner at Polidori Franklin Monahan & 
Beattie L.L.C. She has been with the �rm since 2007. Beattie’s practice focuses 
primarily on all aspects of family law.

Jacki Cooper Melmed was named Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper’s chief 
legal counsel. Prior to joining the governor’s sta�, Cooper Melmed was a litigation 
attorney at Shoemaker Ghiselli + Schwartz LLC in Boulder. 

�e second son of Mark Detsky, Leo Jackson, was born on March 18, 2015, 
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Zupkus & Angell, P.C. welcomed Erica Olson Payne to the law �rm. Licensed to 
practice in Colorado and Oregon, Payne focuses her practice on commercial and 
civil litigation. 

Christa Lee Rock has joined Gordon & Rees, LLP as senior counsel. Rock’s 
practice focuses on the defense of insurance bad faith claims.

Marnie C. Adams joined PortmanStuart, LLC as an associate. Adams will defend 
the criminally accused.

Joan S. Allgaier joined Hall & Evans, LLC as a litigation associate.

�e Denver Bar Association welcomed Sarah M. Clark to the 2015-16 Board 
of Trustees. Clark is an attorney and policy advisor at Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck, LLP. Clark is a member of the �rm’s government relations department 
whose practice consists of helping clients navigate legal, political, and regulatory 
issues involving local, state, and federal government, as well as providing strategic 
political and policy advice.

Thomas D. Kranz announced the opening of his and Ronald D. Jung’s new �rm, 
Jung & Kranz, P.C., a general practice with a focus on real estate and business law.

Richard M. Murray, a senior associate at Polsinelli PC, and his wife Elizabeth 
Murray welcomed a baby girl, Olivia Reagan, on April 8, 2015. Murray was also 
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Brian T. Wolf joined New Belgium Brewing Company as associate general counsel. 
Wolf also currently serves as co-chair on the Young Professional Advisory Board 
at the Denver Center for the Performing Arts.

Christopher M. Achatz joined Bryan Cave LLP’s Boulder o�ce as an associate in 
its technology transactions and privacy groups. Achatz focuses on licensing and 
transfer of intellectual property as well as legal solutions for businesses ranging 
from startup to resale, data acquisition, and commercialization.

Dan Fredrickson and wife Malia welcomed their baby boy, Cole Daniel, on 
February 20, 2015. Cole was 19.5 inches and weighed in at 7 pounds, 5 ounces. 
Fredrickson is an attorney at Kendall, Koenig & Oelsner PC, where he represents 
companies in complex commercial transactions and related matters, while 
focusing on technology related transactions.

Samantha Pjesky has joined Kendall, Koenig & Oelsner PC, where her practice 
focuses on corporate transactions and general corporate law, including mergers 
and acquisitions, company formations, corporate governance, and other general 
corporate matters.

Cra�sy and Sympoz Inc. welcomed Mike Weinheimer as senior manager 
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ALUMNI OF THE MONTH

What advice would you give to graduates?

“Your career may take unexpected turns, and you should be open to 
new practice areas and experiences. I did not set out to be a franchise 
attorney; I just knew I wanted to be a transactional attorney. I started 
out doing litigation, then corporate and mergers and acquisitions and 
I still use much of what I learned early on in my franchise and trade-
mark practice today.”

Lynne Hanson (’88)
Business Attorney
Moye White LLP

What advice would you give to graduates?

“Practical experience is the best teacher, even if di�cult or unpleas-
ant at the time. Whichever area of the law you select, it is important 
to seek out challenging experiences. And, always be bigger than the 
moment.”

Matt Bond (’86)
Executive Vice President of Content Distribution 
NBCUniversal

Who was the biggest influence on your career?

“Brooke Wunnicke (’45) was the biggest influence on my career. 
Had I not met Brooke and learned at her knee, I may have given up 
when facing obstacles that could have easily blocked my path and 
career growth.”

Velveta Golightly-Howell (’81)
Director of the O�ce of Civil Rights
Environmental Protection Agency

Of which accomplishment are you most proud?

“Ending my career helping our wounded warriors



“Before my husband, David, became ill, he and 
I set up a charitable gift annuity to benefit the 
scholarship established in his name. We had 
been fortunate with a stock investment, and a 
gift annuity allowed us to avoid capital gains 
tax, guarantee a bit of future income, and give to 
Colorado Law all at the same time. Because the 
school has given so much to us—and especially 
to David—we were happy to do it.”

OPTIONS FOR ESTABLISHING YOUR LEGACY AT COLORADO LAW

“I designated Colorado Law as a partial 
beneficiary of my 401(k) after my death. Making 
a charitable gift to Colorado Law using taxable 
retirement accounts is a great tax-pl92l1-4.2ool. 
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