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coverage and depictions of both the Uyghur 

and Tibetan movements.

This analysis of protest methods will 

only cover protests from and since 2008 

due to the significance of protests in 
contemporary day. Contemporary analysis 

is particularly relevant in regard to 

the internationalization of global media 

and its increasing capabilities to obtain 

information regarding global issues and 

abilities to expand the scope of global 

audiences, which then obtain knowl-

edge and information for themselves. 

Therefore, overall international awareness 

and perceptions of the Uyghur and Tibetan 

movements can be measured; thus, this 

thesis asks why the Uyghurs in Xinjiang 

are not attracting significant interna-
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THE ROLE OF POLITICAL GRIEVANCE AND BETRAYAL 
Lauren Strauss

The following is an excerpt from a longer piece. For full text, please visit www.honorsjournal.com

INTRODUCTION

The current political landscape in the 

United States is overridden with indi-

viduals who are largely unhappy with and 

even distrustful of government. Not only 

did the past presidential election expose 

widespread discontent with both pres-

idential nominees, it revealed that a 

large portion of the American popula-

tion is distrustful of Washington, and 

more specifically, the political elite. 
President Donald Trump, for example, based 

his campaign on a conservative platform 

emphasizing a need to shift political 

decision-making from what he calls the 

‘political elite’ to the general public.

Various scholars have found an interest 

in understanding the possible causes and 

implications of cynical attitudes toward 

the government. Joshua Dyck, for example, 

found that higher levels of polit-

ical distrust are shown to contribute 

to an increase in support for conserva-

tive policy due to the voters’ pervasive 

desire to obtain greater control over the 

federal government (Dyck 2010). Perhaps 

this was one of the many forces that led 

to President Trump’s election. However, 

as the Miller-Citrin debate illus-

trates, there are divergent theories that 

attempt to understand what these cynical 

feelings are reflecting, alienation or a 
mere dissatisfaction with political figures 
(Citrin 1974; Miller 1974a; Miller 1974b; 

Citrin and Green 1986). With this in mind, 

numerous questions remain unanswered. For 

instance, is governmental distrust and 

discontent merely superficial in nature, 
meaning it does not lead to acute cynical 

feelings toward the government, or is this 

distrust representing true alienation from 

the government as a whole? In addition, 

this further elicits a strong curi-

osity regarding other possible measures 

of governmental cynicism and whether this 

cynicism is affecting the strength and 

stability of the United States’ democracy.

Identifying how perceptions of the 

government influence support for the insti-
tutional legitimacy of the United States 

Supreme Court can likely indicate the 

stability of democracy. Support for the 

institutional legitimacy of the U.S. 

Supreme Court has been relatively high and 

constant despite the established separa-

tion of the U.S. Supreme Court from the 

voting population (Tanenhaus and Murphy 

1981; Gibson 1991; Tyler and Rasinski 

1991; Caldeira and Gibson 1992; Gibson 

and Caldeira 1992; Caldeira and Baird 

1998; Gibson, Caldeira, and Spence 2003; 

Ramirez 2008; Gibson and Caldeira 2011). 

Most importantly, in most countries, but 

particularly within the United States, the 

Supreme Court is the most popular govern-

mental institution (Gibson, Caldeira, and 

Baird 1998). This phenomenon is observed 

even when controlling for the policy pref-

erences of individuals (Caldeira and 

Gibson 1992) and their party identifica-
tion (Gibson, Caldeira, and Spence 2003; 

Tanenhaus and Murphy 1981; Nicholson 

and Howard, 2003). Identifying possible 

instances when high levels of diffuse 

support are threatened provides insight 

into the relative strength of the United 

States democracy because opposing an 

institution that has been highly supported 

over time, one that upholds the consti-

tutional rights and liberties that are 

essential to the United States’ democracy, 
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arguably indicates a disregard for the 

rule of law. 

[…] 

METHOD

Survey

I facilitated a survey through Amazon’s 

Mechanical Turk that yielded 1,000 respon-

dents in late November of 2016. The 

respondents were compensated $0.50 for 

their participation in the study. In 

terms of the demographic of this study, 

white individuals are more heavily repre-

sented. Hispanic Americans and Black/Afro-

Caribbean/African American, for example, 

are underrepresented. This sample is not 

representative of national percentages, 

the former accounting for roughly 7% of 

the sample and the latter accounting for 

roughly 6%. White individuals, however, 

accounted for about 77% of the sample, 

while the other racial/ethnic groups 

accounted for about 10% altogether. This 

includes American Indian/Alaskan Natives, 

South/East Asian Americans, Middle 

Eastern/Arab Americans, and other. As for 

sex, females are slightly less repre-

sented than males, accounting for 45% of 

the sample. However, the primary purpose 

of my study is to not distinguish between 

these groups of people, but rather look at 

the sample as a whole. That being said, it 

is valuable to keep these discrepancies in 

mind when considering the results of this 

study.

Regarding the possible biases that could 

arise from using Amazon’s Mechanical Turk 

specifically, it is important to recog-
nize that respondents have the ability to 

pick and choose which survey they wish to 

complete. Although compensation is likely 

a determining factor in this decision, 

it is probable that the respondents that 

completed this survey are more politically 

interested and aware. In addition, it is 

also possible that the respondents in my 

study have more available leisure time. 

Those who cannot make the time to respond 

to internet surveys as a result of work 

schedules, family life, or availability 

of internet access may not be well repre-

sented. Further, it is quite possible that 

the immediate shock of the election in 

2016 further disillusioned people and is 

skewing these results; however, the degree 

of this effect will need to be further 

studied. These are important consider-

ations to keep in mind when analyzing the 

results of this survey specifically. 

MEASURES 

Diffuse Support

With regard to evaluating diffuse 

support of the U.S. Supreme Court for 

the purposes of this study, I used two 

of Gibson and Caldeira’s diffuse support 

measures1 (Gibson and Caldeira 2009). The 

first question addresses whether individ-
uals believe that the U.S. Supreme Court’s 

power should be reduced, while the other 

addresses whether individuals believe the 

U.S. Supreme Court should be made less 

independent. A five-item scale is used to 
measure respondent’s answers. This scale 

uses ‘agree strongly,’ ‘agree somewhat,’ 

‘neither agree nor disagree,’ ‘disagree 

somewhat,’ and ‘disagree strongly’ to 

gauge respondent’s perceptions. As 

Caldeira and Gibson mention, “diffuse 

support is opposition to basic struc-

tural and functional change” (1992, 639). 

These two measures of diffuse support 

allow a reasonable assessment of whether 

respondents wish to oppose possible 

changes to the institution and struc-

ture of the United States Supreme Court 

or not. For the purposes of this study, 

this is captured through an evaluation of 

a respondent’s willingness to reduce the 

Court’s power or make the Court less inde-

pendent. Together, these actions would 

result in significant changes to both the 
functionality of the Court, as well as the 

inherent structure that is set out within 

the Constitution.

Governmental Trust

In order to measure governmental trust, 

I am using the ANES Trust in Government 
1 Gibson and Caldeira’s measure reads as follows: “The 
right of the Supreme Court to decide certain types of 
controversial issues should be reduced” (2009, 145). The 
measure used within this study simplifies this question 
by removing the phrase, ‘certain types of controver-
sial issues,’ and replacing it with ‘certain issues.’ 
This slight alteration in the wording is not significant, 
as this question still captures the essence of diffuse 
support, namely the aspect of reducing the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s power.
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item used by Miller and Citrin in their 

research.
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yearly household income, are more inclined 

to attribute their own problems to the 

problems within the political system, and 

ultimately, they are more likely to feel 

alienated. This could likely come from a 

place of desperation. Living paycheck to 

paycheck, for example, can be stressful, 

and it is possible that families with 

lower incomes feel that the govern-

ment is not doing enough to advocate for 

them or provide governmental assistance. 

Therefore, perceptions of grievance and 

betrayal from the government can arguably 

stem from income-related issues. This in 

turn results in low support for the U.S. 

Supreme Court as an institution.

Even when controlling for party affilia-
tion, these perceptions, held by lower-in-

come families, are still significant. Thus, 
the party in power is likely not the cause 

of these income-related grievances, indi-

cating that the betrayed and aggrieved 

perceptions people hold are derived from 

something more than a reaction to the 

party affiliation of government officials. 
This does partly explain why levels of 

diffuse support are reduced when indi-

viduals feel politically betrayed and 

aggrieved because alienation and griev-

ance have implications for the insti-
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torso until he allegedly defecated himself 

in pain and never returned in Praia do 

Sono. Praia do Sono residents supported 

by leftist student activists lobbied for 

the creation of a preserve so the Caiçaras 

could live in peace on their tradi-

tional lands. This led to the creation of 

the Juatinga Ecological Reserve in 1992, 

against which descendants of Gibrael have 

pending litigation in Brasilia.

[…] 
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about the further territorialization of 

their land on two fronts. One is the 

recategorization of the protected area. 

Possible outcomes are that 1) the area 

could become a park and they could be 

evicted or forbidden from any future 

construction, 2) they could gain a collec-

tive land title and the reserve would 

become a Sustainable Development Reserve, 

or 3) individual land titles granted to 

each resident, which would speed up the 

neoliberalization process explained by 

Igoe and Brockington (2007), that terri-

torialization and real estate values 

increase when individual land rights exist 

and enter the market. Residents already 

sell plots of land under the table, but 

interviewees were horrified by the idea 
of the legalization, since collective 

land rights protect against real estate 

speculation, especially by Condominio 

Laranjeiras, who want to acquire their 

land, according to some residents and 

circumstantial evidence in the area.

The literature addressing resistance 

to neoliberal conservationism frequently 

addresses policy itself, but this is very 

difficult in the Praia do Sono commu-
nity, which has limited social capital due 

to operation of growth machine dynamics 

favoring interests of elite Condominio 

Laranjeiras and middle-class tourists over 

traditional and indigenous people. 

Growth Machine

Growth machine dynamics are in the 

initial stages in Praia do Sono, as it is 

currently illegal to purchase land in the 

community, and construction development 

is highly regulated by the environmental 

bodies. However, the political aspects of 

the growth machine, where local govern-

ment caters to the interests of the land-

owning elite, appear to be in full force. 

However, the expansion of the tourism 

industry in Praia do Sono contradicts the 

growth machine because elites and city 

government are not in favor of its expan-

sion.

Since a full multi-actor ethnography 

was not possible within the scope of 

this study, it is impossible to thor-

oughly analyze any actors, other than the 

Praia do Sono residents, with the data 

collected. However, residents of Praia 

do Sono offered interpretations of the 

actions of the municipal government and 

Condominio Laranjeiras. The most innoc-

uous interpretation is that Condominio 

Laranjeiras just wants peace, quiet, and 

security for their elite residents, and 

part of that safety includes limiting 

access of people, tourists, and loud 

trucks with construction materials. Along 

those lines, residents in this category 

believe the environmental agencies are 

truly trying to protect the extremely 

endangered Atlantic Forest from further 

destruction. These theories would not 

follow the growth machine.

However, more cynical residents shared 

that they believe Condominio Laranjeiras 

owners want to expand and acquire Praia 

do Sono, and that they have influence over 
environmental agencies and municipal poli-

cymaking to achieve these goals. Support 

for this theory is the newly enacted 

tourism restriction specifically targeting 
Praia do Sono and no other Caiçara commu-

nities on the peninsula. Additionally, 

residents speculate that the political and 

financial power exhibited by Condominio 
Laranjeiras owners influences environmental 
policy. 

[…]

Resistance tactics

As they have done historically, Praia 

do Sono’s biggest strength is individual 

resilience and resistance. One communi-

ty-based initiative that seems to offer 

promise is further education for tourists 

on Caiçara culture by having a Praia do 

Sono Caiçara museum of some sort in the 

community. This would be a good solution 

for keeping alive the Caiçara identity and 

taking back agency over their own narra-

tive, and be a benefit in the legal paradox 
inflicted by the current environmental 
policies. However, this would also further 
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categorization which would allow more 

livelihood choice and allow community 

members to return to forest-based live-

lihoods if they choose. This would also 

remove the paradox of “traditional” but 

economically restricted, potentially 

leading to higher incomes and improved 

infrastructure in Praia do Sono.

Caiçaras show resistance to these forces 

by not selling their land and fighting for 
the recategorization to occur in their 


