






278 Laura A. Michaelis

This is not to say that syntactic patterns can never add components of
sentential meaning that are not contributed by lexical items and their
projection properties. It appears, in fact, that constructions can alter word
meaning. However, the only reliable evidence of such alteration, and
accordingly of sign-like syntactic meaning, comes from conflict between
word meaning and construction meaning. Conflict conditions include
those in which constructions apparently augment verbal valence, as
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indicates causation of change of location. In (2), the caused-motion pat-
tern licenses both the theme and goal arguments. The combination of verb
and construction denotes (metaphorical) causation of motion. Crucially,
these examples do not provide evidence of verb coinage: they are instead
nonce examples whose comprehensibility is presumably the product of
the same mechanisms of semantic conflict-resolution that trigger coercion
effects, as exemplified at the nominal level by examples like some rabbit
and 

Brought to you by | University of Colorado - Boulder
Authenticated

Download Date | 9/26/17 6:02 PM



280 Laura A. Michaelis

(6) *An acorn grew into every oak.

It is clear that the scope constraint is not a function of thematic role or
grammatical function, since in the pattern exemplified in (7), the theme
argument (in this case, the ‘product’ argument) can have narrow scope
with respect to the ‘raw material’ argument:

(7) An oak grew out of every acorn.

The theme argument need not have wide scope because it need not be a
topic. This is shown by (8), in which the theme argument is focal:

(8) An OAK grew out of it.

In other words, the scope constraint follows from the linkage of a given
thematic role to a given pragmatic role, as specified by a particular linking
pattern. Since this explanation relies on level mapping, it is questionable
whether it could be stated in an NSM-style propositional representation.
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